within a yard of the softly lapping waters of the Mediter-
ranean. There are sheltered places which might be corners
in paradise, outjutting rocks from which one could .dive
into twelve feet of clear, sweet water, sandy stretches
upon which one could walk barefoot until one's toes were
entangled in the strange, large-leaved seaweed with its
pungent odour of the ozone.
Following the same route one comes presently to St.
Maxime, and I have never yet made up my mind whether
St. Maxime is a real place or not !  There is a toy harbour,
there are busy cafes with tables reaching out on to the
street, notices imploring you to taste the bouillabaisse and
friture du pays of the maison ;  " mine host/' more unreal
than his habitation, rotund, waxen-faced, with neatly
curled black moustache, the black apron of the sommelier
preserving his trousers, his coat ridiculously short, the
ends of his bow tie flapping round his cars.   In his hand
is the bottle of wine he is reverently offering to his patrons;
in his eyes, as he glances at the passer-by, there is a per-
petual wistfulness.   There are real men and women,
apparently, eating at the tables, real children playing in
that tiny square, and in the end you will probably, as I
did, succumb, and take a table set out on the edge of the
main road which reaches from Marseilles into Italy, gaze
frequently across a few yards of shingle to the sea whilst
you eat your well-cooked but strangely-tasting food and
drink wine a little different in flavour from any you have
tasted before.   I tried to get on human terms with my
host, but found him, though polite, unresponsive, until I
mentioned my eternal quest, my thought of some day
buying a villa, a villa which must be in the sunshine,
where one could be sure of sunshine all the time.   It was
then that my host took command of the situation.   He
took off his black apron, sent for a bowler hat, and, my
meal being finished, he led me out to my car,
" It is the villa which Providence must have intended
for monsieur/' he assured me, " for sale by the most
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